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for the Christian Latelligencer) 
A DIALOGUE. 


Mr. Enrror—'That you may know something 


of the views which are entertained of certain ar-| 


ticles in your publication, I will’ give: vou the 
outlines of a conversation which lately took place, 
between one of my. néighbors, who frequently 
borrows my papers, and myself. I had leat him 
T ‘ ‘2 Eat ° 
the 6th No. containing that long article on “ In- 
spiration,” and as he returned it of his own ac- 
cord, Ishould have khown that something was 
the matter, @ven if nothing had been said. “Asthe 


conversation happened between the Borrower and 
Lender, I shall use the initials of those two names, 
although one was a Universalist and the other a 
decided friend of the Methodists, though not a 
meimber of their church. 

B. Good morning, neighbor L.—There, you 
may haye your paper. again, and I can_ promise 
you I will never read much more of Streeter’s 
works, unless he shuts out that confounded deisti- 
cal writer. I shall soon begin to believe that our 


it . j * be} ; 

| reader than [ aim, and rarely fail of being correct 
‘| In quoting historical facts. Go on, if you please, 
| and explain yourself. 





|  L. Very well, sir ; be patient, as the story will 
be rather long, and I will endeavor td lead you 
|, into the truth, concerning this matter. The sect, 
if such they may be called, denominated “ Theo- 
philanthropists,” arose in France about'the year 
| 1795, and professed the strongest veneration for 
| morality and good order. The name they assu- 


|| med, was interpreted ta mean Ton--- 4 O22 ~ 
man; which is not inconsistent with the leading 


shed oa of christianity. They professed to be- 
lieve that the universe was God’s temple, but they 
erected temples for their own convenience, and 
/ assembled on the Sabbath, to give and receive les- 
sons of instruction, concerning their duty to God 
-andman. The inscriptions upon their altars were 
ithese. ‘* We believe in God and in the immortal- 
|ity of the soul.”—‘* Worship God, cherish your 
| kind, and render yourselves useful to your couns 
try.” —‘* Good is every thing which tends to the 





minister told the truth, when he took up one of || preservation and perfection of man. Evil is eve- 


your papers, and said, the editor was no better 
than a deist. . What under the sun can be his ob- 
ject in publishing sach stuff ? 

L. I am surprised, friend B. to see you in such 


| ry thing which tends to destroy or injure him.”— 
\** Children, honor your fathers and mothers; 
obey them with affection ; comfort their old 
! age. Wives, rezird your husbands, as the 


a perturbation of mind ; and I am sorry likewise ; | chiefs of your houses. Husbands, love your wives 
zy. . ‘ ?@ at e we 3? 

for as it is more blessed to give than to receive,so and render yourselves reciprocally happy.’’— 

it is more convenient, you know, to lend than to | They enjoined silence upon their members, in re- 


borrow. But who do you allude to, when you 
speak so harshly of a “* deistical writer ?” 


B. Who dol allude to ? why, here—to this 


 Theophilanthropist,” as hé is called. It is the 
worst word to pronounce that ever I saw ; and as 
1 could not find it in the dictionary, l went up to 
the lawyer’s office, and he told me all about it,— 
He says, the word “* Theophilanthropist” means 
the same as Infidel or Deist ; or one who scoffs 
at religion and encourages all manner of wicked- 


ness. He told a long story about,that denomina-| 


tion of infidels. They denied thé €xistence of a 
Saviour or God, and of any thing sacred. Final- 
ly, the "Squire says there is not a cent to choose 
between atheism, deism, unitarianism or univer- 
sali-m. 

L. Well, neighbor B. Iam sorry to be under 
the necessity of contradicting the orthodox Squire : 
but I must tell you plainly, that he is incorrect in 
sh explanation of the word “ Theophilanthro- 
pist. 

B Good gracious ! I hope you don’t pre‘end to 

how more than the lawyer! But what do you 
‘ay it means ? J know you are much more ofa 


| lation to things of a sacred nature, in which they 
| could not profess a belief ; such as the doctrine 
of the resurrection and the inspiration of the serip- 
|tures, as generally held by christians. Their 
|| motto was,—‘‘ Let us lay aside systéms, and apply 
‘ourselves to doing good : it is the only road to 
'| happiness.” And now, sir, although we admit 
| that those principles and precepts do not embrace 
‘the whole system of christian truth, yet, are they 
‘at variance with that system ? Did the doctriné 
of Thesphilanthropy encouraze immorality ? An- 
|swer the-e questions candidly. 

| B. Why, really, I am so astonished, that I 
|| hardly know what tosay! If you are right, I 
| have been grossly misinformed. Tam as great an 
| advocate for good works, as they were. It has 
| always been my opinion, that faith without works, 
| is dead and useless. But pray tell me, why those 
| Thesphilanthropists, who reverence 1 the first and 
‘second commandments in the religion of our Sa- 
| viour, viz. our obligations to love.God and our 
‘| neighbor, were denounced as Infidels or Deists ? 

|| L. Well, sir, I will answer you seriously, ané 
‘if err, it will be on the side of charity. Ths 


' 


j 
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doctrines of christianity had become so encum- 


+1, 
hered with the inventions of prie:teraft, and the 
sire le 7 tions pracesj-Cu UNCN wake Bane 

gy? a - OF 
miuzd, 1 i nk ma of tue C.irit i Ose 
ons, had become so apparent, that eo 2e 


the minds of reasoning and philosophic men, 


ac to the authéaticity and correctness of the sys- 
tem in general. And when thece doubts or germs 
of unbelief were made known to an insolent, influ- 
entizl and dogmatising priesthood, they were met 
with ridicule, contempt and unkindaess, instead | 
"argument and persuasion ; which, instead olf 
ducing conversions to christianity, hada nat- | 
tral tendency, to drive intelligent and independ- | 
ent spirits, yet further from the centre of truth. 
€s, Si, SO Tar a> may 3--~ -- L. 
extend, the principal objections which the Theo- 
philanthropists raised, against what was called 
christianity, originated in the corruptions and 
abures of our Master’s religion, and not in pure 
christianity itvelf. But, as ‘to the denunciations 
heaped upon them by the priests, you can discov- 
er, as well as I, that it is no certain evidence of 
their being infidel, licentious oppo:ers of the gos- 
pel. Every denomination of christians, even at 
this day, who deny that monstrous relic of Pope-| 
ry, called ‘the Trinity in Unity,” are adjudzed | 
and condemned as Infidels, in distuise. Yes, the 
orthodox "Squire, you know, told you in so many 
words—and his decision would be justified by the 
whole phalanx of Trinitarian priets—that there 
was not a cent to choose, between Unitarianism, 
Universalism, Deism and Atheism ! 

G. All that you have suggested may ‘be true ; 
and certainly it appears reasonable. But look 
here, neighbor L.—would it not be better to adopt 
a more popular name ? such as Truth- Seekers, or 
some other word, which would be less likely to 
excite the opposition and enmity of professors of 
religion ? 

L. Why, as to that point,I have no great choice. 
My motto is,—‘ honesty is the best policy.” If 
a man is seeking for the fruth, it implies he is con- 
vinced that he has not as yet, found it. But if he 
professes a system of belief, and happens to differ 


i 


} 
t 


; 
Mh. cknwetian 


. ee | 


from ‘the orthodox,” as they are called, he is | 


sure to receive the crown of their denunciations, 
whatever mav be his sectarian name. © This isev- 
ident from what the good lawyer told you. 
I do not think it is worth our while to be very 
particular, as to names, when the difference is so 
trifling as has been suggested. 

B. Perhaps you may he right ; but I want to 
know, whether you agree to all the ideas advan- 
ced by ‘* Theophilanthropist,” in the article on, 
inspiration ? That was the subject that disturb-| 
ed my mind. 

L. It is difficult to form an opinion of his views 
till we see the whole of his argument. But from’ 


| 
j 
} 


} 


And |} 


——_ 


what I discover in his writings, I should think 

he was carrving his reasoniagto an un-reasonable 

SxXie L reauis ilalsiae i , mn OL SEose; 

was luperfect, aad that he was not inspire! to 
' 


vrite, ia the way that many peopte imagine.— 
But | cannot allow that a/l inspiration is to be 
confined to the mere meditations of mea, on di- 
vine subjects. Lanumerable evideaces appear, in 
the sacred pages, of super-human discoveries.— 
The evenis contemplated in the prop/ecies, for in- 
stance, could not have been anticipated by the 


") me-e cocitations of the huinan mind. 


B. Well, to bring our conversation to a close, 
suppose I assent to all you have said, and further- 
more, let us admit that the editor of the Intelli- 
cencer views. this suhject in precisely the same 
light as you do ; the question still reinains unan- 
swered, What good could he expect would result, 
from a publication of such dissertations, as these 
of ** Theophilanthropist !” 

L. What good would result ? Why,I am as 
tonished to hear such a question from a man of 
your intelligence. If the editor should refuse to 
publish all the communications which did not 
exactly chime with his own views,his paper would 
soon become monotonous—a mere sing-song of 
sameness, which would render it uninteresting, to 
@ great proportion of its readers. Look at your 
Bible, dear man, the good book which we all so 
highly estimate, and you willsee all the variety 
of opinion which existed, from the enticing delu- 
sion of the Tempter in Elen, to the sublime dee- 
larations of trath from Heaven. In the book of 
| Job, we see the extent to which learned reisozers 
were permiited to go; and in giving a history of 
| respective arguments on each hand, the divine 
| penman has not made the lines of distinction so 
| visible, between him who wasright & thove who 
| were wrone,but that many a divine has taken the 
| words of the errorist, for his text, and insisted on 
its truth, as a portion of divine inspiration ! 
| You must consider, also, that there may be 
|many more than we should at first suspect, w!o 
have been driven to nearly the same ground which 
iis taken by Theophilanthropist, by the improper 
use which has been made of the scriptures ; and 
'whose return to a correct understanding of that 
volume, cannot be anticipated, unless their views 
are spread before them on paper, fairly met, and 
their erreonous points as fairly exposed. 

L. I thank you very sincerely for your obser- 
vations, sir ; | am now convinced I was hasty in 
forming so rash an opinion, and by the blessing 
of God I will endeavor to judge more impartially 

in future. My engagements are such that/I can- 
not converse longer now ; but shall embrace the 
first convenient opportnnity to hear more from 
you, on the important subject. 

Preressees Sent. Tage. 


—_—_— 
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|| motives,” instead of evading embarrassments, we 


(Yor the Chrixian Intelligencer.) 
ANSWER TO PHILO’S QUESTION. ! are involved in those which are ‘still greater. 
| We advance a doctrine that can never be illustra- 


Mr. Evitor—It must be admitt : 
Mr ed, on all hands | ted by examples. We never act voluntary, except 





= 





that, the *‘ Question” proposed by ‘ Philo,” on 
the 46th page of No. 6, is as common, as it is im- 
yortant, viz. ** Is man a free-agent, in any respect.” 
But whether the question admits of a demonstra- 
tive, satisfactory answer, is to my mind equally 
questionable. Having read thousands of pages on 
each side of this perplexing inquiry, I find my- 
self precisely where I was, when the examination 
commenced. The conclusion is, that it is not a 
profitable or uceful subject for metaphysical dis- 
cussion. The question must ultimately turn, on 
the definition affixed to the word, free-agent.— 
There is no real difficulty, it is true, in.under- 
standing either of the words, of which the com- 
ound term is composed. Thus—** free” is prop- 
erly defined to be “at liberty ; apoieniie un- 
restrained ; permitted,” &c. And the word ‘ a- 
gent,” is, ** a substitute, a deputy, a factor ; that 
which has the power of operating.” 
definitions, separately considered, there would 
probably be no serious objection, from any quar- 
ter. But not so, if we compound those words, and 
attempt to explain the meaning of the term, thus 
artificially formed. Present what de4 nition you 


will, and there is room for eternal disputation.— 
Ingenious arguists and metaphysicians can spin 


out their reasonings, with a considerable degree 
of plausibility, without limitation. A few words 


will be sufficient to deter a candid and pious rea- | 
der from coveting a chase, after this undefinable | 
something, which, like a will-with-a-wisp, eludes the |; 
Thus—If we, 
adopt the popular language of the day, and define | 


pursuit and grasp of the curious. 


“¢ free-agency”’ to mean ‘the power of following 
one’s own inclination or of choosing the object 
which is most agreeable,’? we open the door for 
disputation to an inconceivable width. For, it 
cannot fail to be perceived that this understand- 
ing of the term, does by no means correspond 
with the common notion concerning it. If we 
necessarily follow our own inclination, and choose 
what is most agreeable, there is no lilerty in our 
actions inconsistent with the eternal laws of ne- 
cessity. As intelligent beings uniformly follow 
their prevailing inclinations, and choose those ob- 
jects, which, all things considered, appear most 
agreeable, we are unable to conceive in what sense 


decided pre“erence, is nothing short of downright 
jarvon and confusion. 

On the other hand; if we define free agency to 
consist in ‘‘the self-delermining power of the will, 


To thee | 


| when we are influenced by motives. A volition 
\is the act of choosin 


g; and choice implies an 
object. But there is certainly as much propriety 
in saying, that the mind chooses where there is 
no object, as to maintain that this self-determining 
_power chooses one object,in preference to another, 
Without prefering the one to the other. Indeed, I 
never saw an argument in favor of this notion of 
agency, which, stript of its technical terms or 
wordy ornaments, was not essentially objectiona- 
ble, if not palpably absurd. But as I before ob- 
served; the ingenuity of man, can dress this 
doctrine, also, in such captivating attire, and 
present :* under such a variety of forme, that 
the exposure of its absurdities, would be more 
prolix than pleasing. 

Mr. Editor—from what has been said, I trust 
‘your friend ‘ Philo” will discover, that his 
| ** question” may be answered in the affirmative, if 
{we are first allowed to affix our own definition to 

the term ‘free-agent ;”but if it be defined ‘o 
mean ant thing efentially different from this, 
viz. that intelligent beings act under such circun- 
stances, as to be morally accouatable. for their actions, 
it is difficult to conceive, in what respect, ‘* man is 
a free-agent.” But as this is an wascriptural word 
i] propose that it be abandoned, forthwith. 
VIATOR. 





[For the Christian ‘natelligencer.) 


ATHEIST, DEIST, &e. 


As there are some people among us, who do not 
know the difference, between an .2theist, Deist, &c. 
would it not be well to publish the following de- 
finitions ? 

1, An Atueist is a disbeliever in the existence of 
God. This is called “speculative atheism.” 
But to profess to believe in God, and yet conduct 
as though there was none, is called ‘+ practical a- 
theism.”’ This absurd system has had its votaries 
‘and martyrs. 

2. A Desst, in the true sense of the word, isa 
heliever in One God. Likethe name Tuaerst, it is 
‘the exact opposite of Atheist or disbeliever in God. 
| So that, properly speaking, every man who sin- 
| cerely believes in the existence of ‘ the Lord cur 





they are at liberty to do otherw’se. And to oppose || God” who is “* One Lord,” is a Theist or Deist. 


this idea, and say, we choose what we do nol 
choose, or prefer that, against which we have a) 


But the popular acceptation of the word Deist, 
is. a disbeliever in revealed religion. This has 
aricen from the fact, that certain men, who did 
not believe in the common doctrine, concerning 
the divine authori.v of the scriptare® and the mis- 


‘sion of Jesus, were called Deists. Of this class 


or the power of choosing without the influence of | were Herbert, Hobbas, Collins, Woolston, Tindel, 
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Chubb, Bolinbroke, Hume, Gibbon, Paine, lord 
Shaftsbury, Voltaire, Rousseau, Condorcet, and 
many others. But it is alleged by Dr. Clarke and 
others. that many intelligent deists, held to rewards 
and punishmeats in the future state. 
3. An Ivripex is one who has no confidence in 
Ged. Infidelity is so nearly allied to practical a- 
theism, that the precise difference, could not easily 
be made to appear. 
4. A Curistian is a follower of Jesus Christ. 
The disciples of Christ were first calied christians 
at Antioch. A speculative christian is one, who 
professes to follow and serve his master; but a 


practical christian is one, who not only believes | 


in his divine mission, but also participates of his 
spirit and conforms to his precepts. : 

If the e plain definitions are carefully studied 
and faithfully committed to memory, it will not 
only prevent much useless and wordy controver- 
sy, but save many people from exposing them- 
selves, when in company, by confounding those 
names which are entirely dissimilar. 


‘LEXICOGRAPHER. 
[For the Christian Intelligencer.] 


CHRISTIAN VISITANT NOTICE. 

The undersigned, appointed by the Eastern As- 
sociation of Universalists at i's late session to re- 
vive the publication of the Curistyan Visitant, 
takes this method to give general notice :' That 
Proposals for the second volume have been pub- 
lished and sent to Agents in different parts of the 
State, with whom subscribers may leave their 
names and the amount severally subscribed, and 
of whom they will in due time receive their cop- 
ies. Avreeably toa vote pasted by the Associa- 
tion, subscribers will be furnished with Visitants 
at two cents cach. They will be published monthly 
on good paper with a new and handsome type, 
each containing 12 duodecimo pages. Twelve 
successive numbers will, therefore, complete the 
year and constitute a volume, to which will be 
added a title page and an index. 








uveo full sets, fifty cents ; three volumes, seventy-five 
cents, and four copies each of the twelve several 
numbers, one dollar, &c. No subscription less 
than the first sum can be received. As the de- 
sign in’ publishing Visitants is, to furnish our 
brethren with cheap and useful articles for gene- 
ral and gratuitous distribution, it is hoped that the 
friends of the publication will subscribe for a plu- 
rality of copies, regulating the amount of their 
subscriptions by the number of copies they may 
wish to retain and lend, or distribute gratuitously. 
The first No. of the second volume will be pub- 
Ished about the middle of October next ; previ- 
ous to which time it is hoped all subscribers will 
endeavor to have their re:urns made to the Editor. 


Hence one set of | 
Nos. for the year will cost only twenty-five cents ; 


—— ss 
| he Visitants will generally be devoted to illus. 
trations of texts which are suppored to be Oppored 
'to the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; but wilj 
‘oceasionally contain such other kinds of articles 
as may be ‘deemed serviceable in the cause of 
‘truth. , : 
| ‘I'he undersigned would also give notice to the 
'friends of liberal christianity in other States, that 
| their patronage is desired and would be gratefuliy 
jreceived. Any number of subscribers where, for 
ithe want of suitable information on the part of 
the Editor, no Prospectus has been forwarded, 
| may agree upon an Agent, who will be acknowl. 
edzed as such by him. He may reinit to the un- 
dersigned whatever sum may be subscribed, and 
the corresponding proportions of Visitants will be 
faithfully forwarded in due time, either by mail 
or private conveyance, according as such subscri- 
bers or agents may direct. . 
| The better to accommodate patrons in other 
| States, the Editor hereby takes the liberty to ap- 
| point the following gentlemen to be general Agents 
| for the Visrrant, hoping they will do him tae 
i F viz : Rev. Epwarp Tur- 





| 
| 
| 


| favor to serve as suc 
NER, Portsmouth, (N. H.) ; Rev. Sern Srertson, 
Salem, (Mass.) ; Rev. Hosea Battou, 2d, Rox- 
bury, (Mass.) ; Wittram Brown, Esq. P. M. 
| Plymouth, (Mass.) ; Warren Wuna, Esq. P. M. 
|| Greenwich Village, (Ms.) ; Rev. Rozert Banrr- 
Lett, Hartland, (Vt.) ; Rev. Joun Bisse, Hart- 
ford, (Conn.) ; Rev. Davip PicKkerine, Provi- 
dence, (R. I.) and Rev. Asnek Kneewanp, New 
York City. 

This popular little work published by authori- 
ty of the Eastern Association,—a work which has 
‘received many decided testimonials of public ap- 





God’s impartial and universal grace and salvation, 
it is believed may be recommended to the favora- 
ble notice and general patronage of our ‘“ brethren 
of like precious faith.” ft is not published as @ 
source of pecuniary profit to any one. It is only 
contemplated that the subscriptions shall cover all 
the expenses of publication. The labor and time 
of che Editor claim no other reward for him than 
the rich one of being, in some humble degree, 1” 
| strumental in maintaining the honors and assert- 
|ing the unbounded triumphs of that comPETENT 
Saviour who came to save the world from si, 
and to secure for all mankind ‘ an inheritance 10- 
|corruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away—reserved in heaven.” 
WILLIAM A. DREW, Editor. 
Belfast, (Me.) Sept. 7, 1826. 


| N. B. The Editors of other Universalist pub- 
'| lications, by inserting in their respective pcpers 
| Some appropriate part, or all of the above notice, 
| would confer a favor on a friend and brother. 








probation in favor of its utility in the cause of 
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 
Kind Patrons and Friends— 
We congratulate you, as lovers of truth and friends of 


I ARER- 


| You can receive your papers, weekly, till the 26 Numbers 
, have been published, and make settlement, as usual, by 
the first of January. 

Indulgent readers; if any of you should be seriousty 
unwilling to gratify the Editor and many cthers, in the 
more frequent publication of the Numbers of this work, 





free and liberal inquiry, on the increasing attention which | 


is bestowed upon this publication, though but an humble 
instrument in the promotion of the great work, in which 
we all heartily unite, and, in the prosperity of which, we 
mutually rejoice. You can form some opicion of the 
flattering prospects of this paper, by noticing the many 
important Questions whicl: have lately been proposed for 
discussion, from different sections of the country, in which 
jt circulates. But your opinion will be improved and 
enlarged, on being informed, that more than an hundred 
and forty Subscribers have been added to our jist, since 
the commencement of the current Volume; and that the 


you are respectfully requested to assign the grounds of 
| your dissatisfaction, that we may have an opportunity of 
explaining ourself, more fully, to those, whom we ardently 
wish to please and edify. 

With these hasty and imperfect remarks and observa- 
tions, addressed to those whose friendship and confidence 
we are anxious to deserve, and the continuance of whose 
patronage we humbly and earnestly solicit, this article 
must now be closed; not without the promise, however, 
that more will be said hereafter, if circumstances require it. 


PULITICS AND REVIVALS. 
As it is known to our friends and acquaintances in 








Questions and Communications which have been published, 


comprise but a small part of those which are now on file. | 

These considerations will at once suggest the propriety | 
of issuing our numbers oftener, at least, till answers shall 
have been given to those serious Inquiries, which have | 


And as some of | 


already been presented to the public. 
those Questions will require mure argument and ijlustra- 
tion than can be compressed into one article, suited to a 
paper of this size, it will undoultedly be agreeable to you, | 
(a8 well as to your neighbors who depend on your genero- 
sity and kindness, to furnish them with intelligence of this 
nature) to have your paper come, once a week, that the 
interim may not be too Jong, between the different parts 
of the same reply. 

Add to the above, that we have been impertuned and 
urged by many substantial and earnest friends of truth, 
for several months past, to issue the Intelligencer oftener. 
Having long deliberated upon this subject ; having solicited 
the advice of several Agents and friends, and carefully 
examined it, in all its bearings, we ure satisfied that our | 
duty and the interests of the. glorious Cause in which we 
are engaged, demand a more frequent “se: sae of our 
numbers. 

You will consider, respected friends, that you will have 


general, that we have taken no part in the political excite- 
ments which have agitated the public feelings, since the 
cosnmencement of this publication, we cannot be suspected 
of any motives incompatible with our profession, in noti- 
cing the following circumstance. Our remarks are 
founded on unquestionable authority ; and are designed 
to expose hypocrisy, whether religious or political. 

During the electioneering campaign, in Minot, for a 
Representative to the next Legislature, a certain pious, 


| peaceable, philanthropic Gentleman took particular pains to 


stir up the pure minds of his brethren, against one of the 
candidates for that important office, by reminding them 
that he was a universalist. As there has been a recent 
revival in that region, the managing Ladd put the solemn 
question to some of his young converts, as well as others 
present, whether they could, in conscience, vote fora Uni- 
versalist, for the representative office! Yes, that extremely 
| benevolent and very disinterested advocate for “ the cause 
| of Universal Peace,” was ready to wage a secret, clances- 
‘tine war against a candidate for office, for no other reason, 
than because he believed the peaceful empire of Imman- 
uel will finally become “universal!” Against Mr. W’s 
moral character and reputable standing, nothing could be 
said, even by the forked tongue of slander. Hence the 








precis:ly the same number of papers, to make ‘a volume, as 
ee they were issued, as formerly; i.e. you will have 
26 Nos. and an Index. The only difference will be, that | 
the volume will be completed sooner than was at first 
contemplated ; which, we think, cannot fai] to be agreea- | 
ble. ‘Those patrons who have generously paid, in advance, | 
will most certajnly be much gratified, in recejving the 
consideration for their subscription, earlier than was | 
promised ; and our old substantial friends, that have in- 
dulyently patronized lhe Intelligencer, for a long time, 
and have rendered their names dear to our recollection, 
Will not be required to make payment, any sooner, in point 
of time, than they would, if no alteration had taken place. 


dread necessity of resorting to religious prejudices.— 


Advantage must be taken of the tender feelings of those, 


who had “shared in the revival.” They must oppose a 
man, barely on account of bis differing with them on 
religious subjects! But how did the artful Ladd—*“ the 
puff of empty air’—sueceed? Why, just as we might 
expect among the intelligent yeomanry of Minot: he was 

DEFEATED.—Though we do not know the name of the 
other candidate, yet we doubt not his being a Gentleman 


lof too much dignity, probity and moral worth, to approve 





of such contemptible measures as the Ladd adopted, to 
secure his election. None but demagogues, hypocrites or 
bigots would wish to blend Poxrrics and Revivats. 
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70 CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
INSPIRATION AND REVELATION. from the fountain of all wisdom and truth. To 


We are persuaded there are but few subjects on which this I reply, that I readily acknowledge, that the 
so much is said and written, that are wore indistinctly ; Seriplures are not revelations from God, but the 
history of them : The revelation itself is derived from 
RATION and REVELATION. It seems highly necessary that | God ; but the history of u is the production of men, 
, aoa ‘and therefore the truth of it is not in the least af- 
a dissertation upon these subjects mhouht be published 3 by | fected by their fallibility,, but depends on the in- 
which they may be redeemed, if possible, from that ob- prec baa of its'oam supernatural excellence, 
security in which they are enveloped, lit in the. e book’ such & religion was entirely new, 

It is strenuously maintained by a large proportion of both with regard to the object and the doctrines, 
Christians, that the whole of that excellent volume, called eck only infinitely superior to, but unlike every 
the “ Holy Bible,” was given by plenary inspiration from thing which had before entered into-the mind of 
God; so that the matter and manner, the relations and man, actually exists, no seeming or even real de- 
the style, are as really the work of God, as though 0 fect to be found in them czn disprove the divine 
human agents had been employed. And that we are to origin of this religion, or invalidate my argument. 
regard every part of that Book, with the same deference |, 7 e¢ us, for instance, grant that the Mosaic history 
that we would a communication from God, were he to) of the creation was founded on the erroneous but 
popular principles of these early ages, who iimag- 

There are many others, who appear to be as much edi- | med the earth to be a vast plain, and the celestia} 
fied and benefitted by a study of the scriptures, as those | bodies no more than luminaries hung up in the 
above mentioned, who acknowledge their proper inspira- | concave firmament to enlighten it ; will it from 
tion, in those parls only, where the sacred penmen profess | thence follow, that Moses could not be a proper 
to write by divine dictation, in delivering messages which instrument in the hands of Providence, to impart 
could not be otherwise known, They contend that no to the Jews a divine law, because he was not in- 
spired with a foreknowledge of the Copernican 
and Newtonian system ? or that, Christ must be 
an impostor, because Moses was not an astrono- 
‘mer ? 

‘Is christianity answerable for all the fables of 

: which it may have been the innocent occasion ? 
entitle them to full credit, without any supernatural sug- | Mine Wand of this obvious ditivetion t 1 th. 
. . rt S$ distinction has much 1p 
gestions from on high. Bnet | jured the christian cause ; because on this ground 

And there is one class of intelligent men, who venerate | jt has ever been most successfully attacked, and on 
the morality of the gospel system, but discredit all its ' this ground it is not easily to be defended ; for if 
miraculous incidents, on account of the verbal contradic- | the records of this revelation are supposed to be 
tions and imperfections, which critical eyes may discover | the revelation itself, the least defect discoverable in 
in the Bible. |them must be fatal to the whole. What has led 

Though we propose to publish, in our subsequent num- | inany to overlook this distinction, is that common 
bers, a series of arguments upon this subject, we shall at phrase, that the Scriptures are the word of God? 
present be content, with inserting the following Extract jand in one sense they certainly are ; that is, they 
from an eminent English writer. It is from the learned are the sacred repository af all the revelations, dis- 
Mr. Jenyn’s “Internal Evidence of the Christian Reli- |pensations, promises, and precepts, which God 
‘has vouchsafed to communicate to mankind ; but 
| by this expression we are not to understand that 
every portion of this voluminous collection of his- 
‘torical, poetical, prophetical, theological and mo- 
ralwritings, which we call the Bible, was dictated 
| by the immediate influence of divine inspiration : The 
| authors of these books pretend to no such infalli- 
bility, and if they claim it not for themselves, 
who has the authority to claim it for them ?— 

“ Others there are, who allow that a revelation|| Christ required no such belief from those who 
from God may be both necessary and credible -|, were willing to be his disciples. Hesays. “ He 
but allege, that the Scriptures, that is, the books| that believeth in me, hath everlasting life,” but 
of the Old and New Testaments, cannot be that} where dove he say, He that believeth not ev- 
revelation ; because in thein are to be found errors| ¢'y word contained in the Old Testament, which 
and inconsistencies, fabulous stories, false facts and| W2s then extant,or every word inthe New, which 
false philosophy ; which ca ever be derived! Ws to be wrote for the instruction of future gen 


contemplated by people In general, than those of 1nspt- 


stoop from heaven, and audibly speak to each individual. 


special revelation was necessary, iu the historical parts of 
the good Volume. Pious and upright men, “who were | 
eye-witnesses” of the facts, or had come to a “perfect 
understanding” of them, by those who were knowing to 
them, could write an history with sufficient accuracy, to | 


gion.” He had once been a pious Christian; he then be- 
came a Deist, and Sceptic; but was again converted to 
Christianity, and wrcte ably in its defence. Mr. Jenyn’s 
gloried on his death-bed, that he had left his testimony in 
favor of the Redeemer’s cause. Our own views are ex- 
pressed with so much greater felicity than could be 
expected from our pen, that we rejoice in recommending 
the Extract, to the particular attention of our readers. || 
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erations, hath not everlasting life? There are! 
iyunumerable occurrences related in the scriptures| 
some of greater, some of less, and some of no iim-| 
yortance at all, the trath of which we can have) 
no reason to question, but the belief of thei is) 
surely not essential to the faith of a christion :— 
[ have no doubt but that St Paul was shipwreck- 
ed, and that he left his cloak and his parchments | 
at Troas, but the belief of these facts make no} 
art of christianity, nor is the truth of them any | 
roof of its authority. It proves only that this 
Asostle could not in the common concerns of life | 
be under the perpetual influence of infallible in-' 
spiration, for had he been so he would not have. 
yut to sea before a storm nor have forgot his cloak. | 
here writers were undoubtedly directed by su-| 
pernatural influence in all things necessary to.the | 
great work, which they were appointed to per- 
form: at particular times, and on particular oc-| 
casions, they*were enabled to utter prophesies, 
to speak languages and to work miracles: but in) 
all other circumstances they seem to have been | 


left to the direction of thsir own understandings, | 
like other men. Inthe sciences of history, as- 
tromy, and philosophy, they appear to have been 
no better instructed than others, and therefore | 
were not less liable to be misled by the errors and 
prejudices of the times and countries in which 
they lived. They related facts like honest men, | 
to the’best of their knowledge or information,and | 
they recorded the divine lessons of their master || 
with the utmost fidelity ; but they pretend to no 
infalibility, for they sometimes differ in their re- 
lations, and they sometimes disagree in their sen- 
timents ; all which only proves incontestibly that 
they do not act or write in a combination to de- | 
ceive but not the least impeaches the truth of the 
revelation which they published ; which depends 
not ga any external evidence whatever.” 


THE WHITE MOUNTAINS. 
The destruction of the whole Willey family at the Notch | 
of the White Mountains, consisting of Wr. & Mrs. Will y, i 
five children and two hired men, has excited the deepest } 
sympathy and sorrow of the public, as well as of their i 
particular friends. In the silent watches of harm-con- 
cealing night, while the rains descended in torrents, a part | 
of the mountain slid from its resting place and filled the | 
road to the distance of a mile below Mr. W’s house, which 
stands uninjured, though the rocks passed within a few | 
feet of it. The family bad retired to rest—as appears 
trom their wearing apparel being found by their bed-sides | 
—bnt on hearing the tremendous crash of rocks, trees, |, 


earth and water, were alarmed, and fled from their house, 


Which would have proved a castle, into headlong destruc- i 


tion. The hodies of Mr. W. his wife, and several others | | 


have been found, at considerable distance from their man- | 


ithe whimsical notions of our purblind opposers, 


mon sense, 


| in word and doctrine. 
| brethren may see they are pledged to the public © for the 


| Bayi, Esa 





sion. We rejoice to believe that a righteous Providence 
Was not unmerciful in the sudden removal of that amiable 
and virtuous family, from a mortal, to an immortal, state 
of existence. 


STRANGE NOTIONS. 

It has heen suggested that some pains has been taken, 
by certain people who pretend to be somewhat favorable 
to the doctrine of Universalism, to induce a belief in our 
friends, that we published eur approbation of Deism, in its 
popular acceptation, and of the writings of T'homas Paine, 
in our last number. Now, for the use of those who will 
read and judge for themselves, without the assistance of 


‘those officious would-be friends, not a word more would be 


necessary, than to refey theta to the editorial article allud- 
ed to, 

Whoever will reperuse those rémarks, will see, as by the 
light of cloudless noon-day, that we did not, in any shape 


Lor form, express the shadow of approbation, Our language 


and meaning conveyed this idea, viz: “That those who 


| would refute any arguments published in our columns, 


inust do something besides ery “ Deist,” and “Tom Paine,” 
as certain persons had done, 
We lament that many people, calling themselves believ- 


ers in divine revelation, will Uescend to the same meanness 
| in opposing unbelievers in christianity, that “the orthodox” 


do, in their opposition to universalism. They make up a 
ridiculous story about them, and then avail themselves of 
the popular prejudices, by crying out, “ Deism, Infidelity.” 


| So it is with Calvini ts—they frame a horrid carrieatnre of 
/ our doctrine, and then fan the popular feelings to a flame 


of opposition, by holding up their “man of straw,” and 
bellowing out “ Universalism,” or “Deism in disguise !” 

But so long as we have the felicity of believing in Jesus 
Christ as the Saviour of the world, we care nota fly for all 
Let them 
wear out their lungs in defaming us as advocates for Infi- 
delity; we will devote our time to prayer, that an indulgent 
Heaven would pity their ignorance and forgive their man- 
ifold transgressions, against the laws of reason and ccem- 


SOCIETY. 


We rejoice to be informed that a Society 


| of Universalists, is about to le formed at Gardiner, Hal- 


| lowell and Augusta, and a minister emploved to administer 


This notice is published, that our 


| immediate organization of a respectable and numerous 


Society.” 








MARRIED, 


Mr. William ©, Bradley to 





Inethis town, by Rev. Mr. Ten Broeck, 
Miss Mary Alden 

By Rev. Mr. Riptey, Mr. William Capen to Miss Aun H. Walton. 

By Rev. Mr, Streeter, Mr David M_ Uarsous to Mrs. Dorcas t'eters 
—Mr. Isaee Gross to Miss Hannah Barrick 

In Boston, William P. Ripley, Esq. of Plymouth, to Mrs. Nancy 
March, of Vortland. 





Tet OLS TTT 


DIED, 


In this town, Octavia Caroline. daughter of the late Jaseph C, 
) wged HL yvears—Mr. Benjamm Low, aged 48 vears—a child 
of Vir. May. aged 18 months- achildof Mr Edes ag d 1? months— 
achild of Me Joseph Park —Mrs. Nanev, wile of De, James Dor- 


wracaers 





|| rance, aged 46 vears—Albion, san of Mr Lewis> te son, aged 10 mos, 


Nirs Sarah, wife of Mr. William Thacher, age’! 49 vears—-Deacon 
Hosea Isley, aged 63 years--Mr. Nicholas Blasde.]. aged 57 years-< 
Capt. Ovson Hemphill, merchant, of Sutton, N, H. aged 26 yoars. 
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POETRY. 
THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


When darkness spread her empire wide, 
Aud Nature in confusion lay ; 

Gou’s voice to order al! things brought, 
And pour’d on all a brilliant day. 





In shrouds more deep, in ruin wild 

The human soul was covered o’er ; 

When Bethiechem’s Star the spell dissolved; 
Again God show’d his healing power. 


Bright Star of Hope! thy rise we hail, 
Our hearts drink in thy gladd’ning rays ; 
To Him, who lit thy brilliant fires, 
*Father of lights! we bring our praise. 


Brigit Star of Hope! we follow thee; 
Herald divine! we catch thy voice, 
Thy notes proclaim God's jubilee! 
Aud bid a rarsou’d world rejoice. 


Hail Star of Hope! we follow thee, 
Thy light appears on life’s dark wave, 
Like the bright guide on ®cean’s shore, 
‘Te storm spent mariner to save. 


Hail Star of Hope! man’s certain gride 
To truth and life, by God’s love given; 
Spread wide thy rays, till all mankind 
Receive this richest boon of Heaven. 





CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE NIGHT. 


Shonld man be vain in this dread miduight hour, 
When silence reigus, the heav’ns ail earth would join 
To chide his levity —this awful gloom 

Should litt his soul on contemplation’s wing ; 
Sedate aud solemn as the closing day. 

Howe’er his sucial ours each eve are cheer'd 
With harmless pleasures, let each night, array’d 
In ber dark sable habit, toll the bell 

That wakes reflection; serious thoughts inspire. 
Say, can the soul which hovers o’er the tomb 
Each dreadful moment, choose a part more wise 
Than stealing from the giddy crowd each eve, 
From the gay round of folly, to reflect 

On life’s short date, its nearness to the grave ? 
How soon Eternity begins, how vast 

The debt she has to cancel, ere her peace 

Is sign’d in Heaven, which Mercy scarce can sign! 
Her guilt how mighty, and how weak her powes ! 








How few of the Christian denomination are 
there who do not believe or preach that they alone 
are ‘*the heirs of the covenant!” The erudite 
Dr. Parr used to say—‘ He deprecated those pre- 
judices and passions which exasperated individuals 
and religious communities upon coutrived points 
of doctrine, not always placed within the grasp of 
the strongest intellect, nor always profitable unto 
salvation.” —‘‘ We should consider ourselves,” he 
added, ‘“‘not merely as members of this church 
or that sect, nor even as citizens of the world, but 
as parts of the Universe ; not merely as heirs of 
God, but as-co-heirs with millions and millions 


of creatures endowed with the same faculties! 








. . . ee 
which we have, and destined to the same benef. 
| cent ends.”’ 





PROPOSALS 

| ; FER PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION 

| 4 Fair and Candid Discussion, or Examination, of the 
much Controverted Doctrines of 

| PARTIAL, & OF UN IVERSAL SALVATION, 


|| In order more clearly to iWustfate and prove the Truth 
‘| of the latter, in a way that has not been done before, and 
\ to show how far it is fram being a Mew Doctrine, not hay- 





} 
} 
| 
{ 
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ing been believed and preached till of late, as must people 
jimagine, A HIS'TORY (so far as is necessary for those 
| purposes) will be given of the doctrine of Usiversgr 
| Satvation, from the time it was first preached, to the 
present day: together with an aecount of afl the Principal 
lor most emiment Prenchers and Writers, who have advo. 
cated the same. [t will alse be clearly stated from whence 
‘| the belief of never-ending misery originated § when aud how 
\it heeame introduced into the Christian Church, &c. &c. 
In the latter part of the Work will be inserted several 
| curious Dialogues, and a number of ingtructive anecdotes, 
illustrative of the previous subjects. And as the writer 
| expects, soon to close all bouks forever, he will conclude 
| with a serious Address to his brethren, to all believers in 
Hl God’s universal, unlimited goodness and merey. 


By THOMAS BROWN, of Atsany, N. Y, 


Author of the “ History of Shakers,” “ Ethzrial Physi’ 
cian,” and “ History of the Jews.” 


| The several Works which the autor bas published, 
| 


| 
| 
| 


having given genera! satisfaction, and having been respect: 
| tuily noticed by several reviewers, and other eritieal writers, 
he isthe more eucouraged to offer this, for public jatron- 
age. 
Conpitions. 

| The Work will be printed on good paper, and with fair 
| type. and contain about 400 pages duudecimo, well bond 
and lettered, for 81 25 each. 

| Any person who obtains fen Subscribers, and becomes 
| responsible for them, on the delivery of the Book’, shall be 
| entitled to one gratis ; and so, fur more or less, in an equal 
ratio. 

{Subscription Papers in the State of Maine, should 
be returned to the Evtror of the Christian Intelligencer, 
sometime in the nionth of October, as he is considered the 
| General Agent for the State, to receive the Bovks and 
| forward them to the Subscribers, as soon as tay be con- 
venient. 


a , 
FOR SALE, 
AT THE ARGUS OFF.CE, AND BY THE EDITOR, 


BALFOUR’S SECOND INQUIRY. 


LP Persons who have subscribed for the 2nd Inquiry are requested to tall for 
them at the Editor’s house. 


A SERMON by Rev. Wm. A. Drew, on the 
death of Col. JI. WHEELER, President of the Senate. 


at the In- 








SERMON by Rev. H. Batiou, 2d, 
| stallation of Rev. Mr. Farnsworth. 
a 
| THE CHRISTIAN INTBLLIGENOZR 

| Is published every other Saturday, at One Dounat per 
annuin, tn advance. Persons who forward to the Editor 
| five dollars, for new subscribers, shall be entitled to ont 
|| Volume gratia. 


"RUSSELL STREETER, Editor and Proprietor 











